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11  Tim.  \.  (i. 

"I  ITT  TIIEK  IN  IlKMKMItlJAN'Ci:  riTAT  Tllor  S'l'Ii;  I'l'  TIIK 
(JUT  OF  fJOl),  WHK.II  IS  IN'  TIIKK  BV  THK  IM  TTINO  ON 
OF   MV  HANDS." 

The  iiieaiiiiiLj  ol'  the  tenu  "(iif't  of  CJod"  is  sim.-ii  in 
other  parts  of  the  Word,  and  esjiecially  in  the  Aets  of  tlie 
Apostles,  whore  we  find  the  Apostles  Peter  and  .lolui 
following  Philip,  a  Deacon,  into  Samaria,  to  confer  the  gil't 
of  the  Hoi}'  Ohost  upon  those  whom  he  had  bapti/od  in  the 
name  of  the  Jjord  Jesus.  Although  Phili;)  liad  been  ihily 
ordained  by  the  Apostles,  he  evidently  had  no  })ower  to  lay 
hands  upon  others,  whether  in  Coiitirination,  or  in  Ordina- 
tion ;  else  why  this  journey  of  the  Apostles  ? 

On  their  arrival,  tliey  "])rayed  for  them,  that  they  might 
receive  the  Holy  Ghost."  Observe,  that  the  first  oflicial  act 
of  the  Apostles  in  Samaria  was  that  of  prayer  ;  the  petition 
being,  that  the  baptized  converts  might  receive  the  Holy 
Ghost.  "As  yet  he  was  fallen  upon  none  of  them."  "  They 
had  indeed  received  the  seed,  or  principle,  of  life,  l)ut  needed 
still  to  be  confirmed  and  established  in  the  possessio:i  of  it, 
being  as  yet  only  Babes  in(*hrist."*  Special  prominence 
belongs  to  that  important  word  ''He."  "As  yet  //(  was 
fallen  upon  none  of  them."  He,  One  of  the  Three  IHvinf 
Persons  of  the  thrice  Holy  God;  He  of  whom  Jesus  spake, 
.shortly  before  His  Cross  and  Passion,  '•  i  will  pray  the 
Father,  and  He  shall  give  you  another  Comforter,  that  He 
may  abide  with  you  for  ever ;  even  the  Sj)irit  of  Truth.  He 
dvvelleth  with  you,  and  shall  be  in  you."  Again,  '  The 
Comforter,  which  is  the  Holy  Ghost,  whom  the  Father  will 
send  in  ni}'-  name,  He  shall  teach  yon  all  thinr/s,  and  hrin</ 
all  thlmjs  to  your  irmemhrancc,  'ivhatsoever  /  fuirc  said 
unto  you." 

And  liaving  prayed  that  this  Divine  Person  might  be 
given  to  the  Converts,  the   Apostles,    holding  among  the 
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"  first  priiiciples  o\'  the  Oracles  of  God,"*  or  "  tlie  pi-inciples 
of  the  doctrine  of  Christ,"'  "  the  doctrine  of  Baptism  (i,}iil  of 
Layinf,'  on  of  Handf?,''-f-  a(hninistered,  as  it  is  still  adminis- 
tered in  the  ( *hurch,  the  Rite  of  Conrtrmatioii.  (Iiiided  by 
Apostolic  practice,  and  by  C^hristian  antiquity,  "  she  re- 
gards," as  one  lias  well  said,  "  the  laying  on  of  hands  by 
one  in  the  highest  order  of  the  Ministry,  as  the  channel  foi- 
the  conveyance  to  sincere  believers  of  a  special  grace,  by 
which  the  principle  of  Divine  life  in  their  souls  may  be 
strengthened  and  confirmed,  its  spiritual  powers  increased, 
in  order  that  they  might  tight  a  good  fight  against  the 
World,  the  Flesh,  and  the  Devil.  The  office  of  administer- 
ing that  Rite  is  still  reserved  to  those  v/ho  are  successors  of 
the  Apostles,  as  the  Chief  Rulers  and  Shepherds  of  the 
Church  ;  and  the  laying  on  of  hands,  and  prayer,  are  the 
solemn  and  aflecting  signs  which  are  still  practised.":|; 

"  TJicn  laid  fhe^j  ihelr  hands  (III  Ihcru,  a  ad  iJicj  lecrircd 
tlic  lli)l;i  Gli().4."  Here  we  may  affirm,  that  the  terms,  "  the 
Gift  of  God,"  and  "  the  Holy  Ghost,"  are  one  and  the  same 
in  moaning,  part  of  the  proof  lying  in  what  took  place  im- 
mediately after  the  Confirmation  of  the  Samaritans.  "  When 
Simon  saw  that  through  laying  on  of  the  Apostles'  hands 
the  Holy  Ghost  was  given,  he  offered  them  money,  saying, 
Give  me  also  this  power,  that  on  whomsoever  I  lay  hands, 
he  may  receive  the  Holy  Ghost."  Hitherto,  no  mention  of 
"  the  Gift  of  God"  has  been  made,  and  there  is  therefore  yet 
just  such  a  gap  between  this  term  and  the  other  as  we  could 
have  desired,  because  the  absence  of  all  previous  mention  of 
"  the  Gift  of  God"  supports  our  affirmation,  when  S.  Peter 
uses  it  for  the  only  term  employed.  "  Thy  money  ])erish 
with  thee,  because  thou  hast  thought  that  the  Gift  of  God 
may  be  purchased  with  money."  The  two  terms,  then,  are 
interchangeable ;  "  the  Gift  of  God"  being  the  same  with 
"  the  Holy  Ghost,"  and  "  the  Holy  Ghosi"  the  same  with 
"  the  Gift  of  God."  And  hence  we  perceive  what  that  "  Gift 
of  God"  was,  which  Timothy  received  by  the  laying  on  of 
the  Apostle's  hands. 

The  last  object  on  earth,  upon  which  the  eyes  of  the  as- 
cending Saviour  rested,  was  the  then  distant  one  of  a  small 
group  of  eleven  men,  standing  gazing  up  after  Him  into  the 
heavens,  and  upon  whom  a  blessing  was  even  then  descend- 
ing from  His  still   uplifted   hands.     These  were  His  own 
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Apostles,  tli(j  .Ministrv  <»!"  His  (Jliurch,  tho  lluleis  ut  lli^ 
Kingdom  upon  P^arth,  of  wlimi  tlicro  should  have  l)oon 
twelve  :  l>ut  one  was  not,  for  he.  a  traitor  to  His  Lord  and 
His  cause,  had  gone  to  his  own  |)lace,  leaving  a  history 
which  can  neither  be  expunged,  nor  robbed  of  ifs  awfnl 
warnings  to  (Christian  Ministers  and  people. 

With  the  Eleven,  as  also  witli  His  people  general!}*,  the 
Lord's  capacious  heart  was  ovei'liowingly  full  of  sympathy, 
the  old  sympathy  which  He  had  manifested  with  them  all 
along,  as  "  Jesus  Christ,  the  same  yesterday,  to-day,  and 
forever."  "  Having  loved  His  own,  He  loved  them  unto  the 
end  ;"  and  as  His  .sympathy  was  the  issue  of  His  great  love 
wherewith  He  loved  them,  it  jiartook  of  its  character  for 
depth  and  continuance,  ft  was  a  loving-.sympathy,  going 
up  with  Him  for  ever  into  the  highest  Heaven,  and  yet 
llowing  down  freely,  and  freely  to  descend  continually,  in 
copious  streams,  upon  His  C^hurch  militant  here  in  Karth, 
strcnjrthening  her  for  her  conilict  with  the  Kinijdom  ol 
Darkness,  soothing,  comforting  her. 

Not  as  when  we,  through  some  too-promising  vista,  take 
in  the  distant  view,  and  lind  the  hills  shuttinjj:  out  the  very 
places  which  we  mostly  wish  to  .see ;  but  clearly  and  fully, 
did  the  Omniscient  eye  of  her  Lord  foresee  the  trials,  both 
near  and  far  off,  through  which  her  path  lay.  All  the 
appalling  agencies  which  would  be  brought  against  her  by 
the  enemies  of  His  Cross,  Hq  loresaw,  oven  to  the  end  of 
the  world.  He  saw  her  every  struggle  for  righteousness' 
.sake, — ever}'  t(3rture,  pang,  shame,  and  agoi.y,  which  she 
would  endure  in  her  persistent  adherence  to  him  as  hei' 
Lord.  But  for  every  trial  Ho  had  a  stream  of  loving-.sym- 
pathy.  And  from  Him  who  is  a  vor}^  present  help  in 
trouble,  there  comes  down  one  such  stream,  even  while  He 
ascends,  upon  his  chosen  Eleven,  as  the}^,  in  sorrow  of  heart, 
stand  gazing  up  into  Heaven :  it  flows  in  blessings  from 
hands  and  eyes,  from  heart  and  mouth,  till  the  cloud  receives 
Him  out  of  their  sight.  And  then,  to  these  Eleven,  there 
come  on  the  instant  two  from  Him, — two  Angels  of  Light, 
to  comfort  them  with  the  glad  assurance  of  His  return. 
Two  beauteous  Messengers  come  straight  from  the  ascended 
Lord  God  of  Hosts,  to  these  poor,  humble  men,  whom  the 
world,  and  even  His  own  people,  hate  and  despise,  and  whom 
they  will  denounce,  excommunicate,  martyr:  and  they 
come  to  speak  io  ihimi  of  the  return  of  that  same  Lord 
before  whom  all  Angels  bow  in  Heaven,— of  Him  whose 
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lovo  had  kept  Jlim  hero  below,  lor  lully  forty  days  after 
His  llesurrectlon,  that  ho  iiii<:{lit  instruct  His  own  in  tlie 
things  poitaiTiini^'  to  His  Kingdom,  Jlis  ('huicli,  on  Karth. 

Ah  I  who  would  not  spiini  tlic  favour  even  ot  princes  I'or 
such  a  visit  as  tliat  of  two  Angels  from  Heaven,  talking  with 
him  about  the  coming  to  /lim  of  the  Lord  (lod  oi'  Sabaoth  i 
And  yet,  what  would  be  the  visit  of  ten  thousand  times  ten 
thousand  AngeK',  even  on  such  an  ci'rand  as  that,  as  com|)ared 
with  the  coming  itself  of  their  Holy  Lord  /  Who  woiild  not 
prefer  thfi  service  <ii'( 'lirist,  witli  all  its  trials  and  hardships, 
its  dangeis  and  wniits,  its  hunger,  thirst,  and  nako(hu-:s,  y(;a, 
even  its  ciuel  martyrdoms,  to  any  other  service  Icnowu  to 
man,  however  honourable,  agreeai)Io,  proiitable  ?  Wiio  would 
not  rath.er  bo  His  iMiiiisier,  thaii  the  AFonareli  of  tbe  entire 
world  ^ 

(^f  what  He  said  to  His  own  during  those  forty  days, 
respecting  His  Kingdom,  its  nature,  its  goveinnient,  its 
aims,  and  its  ])ros]iects,  the  Scriptures  are  remarkably  silent. 
What  book,  indeed,  could  have  contained  all  His  discourses 
and  rev(dations  '(  But  thio  silence  is  highly  instructive.  Ft 
is  the  silence  of  Scri])ture,  which  is  always  significant, 
always  appealing  to  thought.  In  this  case,  it  suggcists  tlie 
idea  ot  the  Apostles  being  the  repository  of  f]ccle.siastical  Pol- 
ity instituted  by  the  Divine  Head  ol  the  ('hurcli ;  and  calls 
up  both  His  injimcUon  to  them,  "  Teachinij,'  them  U>  oJtf<<')'V(> 
whatsoever  I  comonaixl  yo^' ;'  and  also  His  (jrachni^  pvo- 
mise  of  support  and  guidance,  "And,  lo,  f  am  with  you  al- 
way,  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world.''  To  us,  this  silence 
ha.s  a  voice,  wliich  says,  "  Whatsoever  //>*"//  bid  you  ol)serve, 
that  observe,  and  do,"  We  learn  from  it,  that  we  are  to 
look  for  the  ])olit.y  of  His  Church  revealing  itself,  as  occa- 
sion demands,  in  the  acts  of  His  Apostles,  her  appointed, 
instructed,  and  inspired  Overseers.  AH,  therefore,  that  the;' 
did,  after  His  Ascension,  was,  we  are  assured,  in  the  fullest, 
po.ssiblc  accordance  with  their  Lord's  instructions,  and  also, 
after  Pentecost,  with  the  inspiring  motions  of  His  Holy 
Spirit. 

What  course  tiiev  took  for  enlaroin*]:  their  numbers,  we 
shall  presently  see  :  but  first,  let  us  observe,  that  "  They 
went  forth,  and  jncached  eveiy where,  fhc  Lord  iKnlriKj 
ivltlt  thera,  and  conflrmino-  the  Word  with  si<ins  followinij," 
Instructed  by  their  Lord  before  His  Ascension,  these  men 
knew  their  Master's  business,  and  did  it;  and,  alter  Pente- 
cost, the  Holy  S[)irit  of  the  Master  dwelt   in  them,  bringing 


to  tlioir  leiiieiiibi'aijco  till  that  Ho  bad  told  thuin ;  and  it  is 
more  tlian  ])robablo,  that  Ho  liad  told  thorn  all  tliat  was 
os.soiitial  to  tho  cjood  ixovoniinont  and  oxtcnsion  of  If  is 
(Jhurch. 

Tho  A})o.stlos,  liaving  vjorsldpixid  Josus,  havo  leturnod  to 
Jerusaloni  "  with  fjrcat  joy."  This  C')j)i(jus  happinoss  is  in 
dospito  of  all  that  Ho  has  ovoi'  told  them  about  their  fieiy 
ordeal  as  His  Ambassadors.  They  have  a  gladsome  sot-oti" 
against  it,  including,  first,  His  own  Divine  Commission  to 
bo  '^lis  witnesses  to  the  World,  teaching  its  nations  His 
Uosiiol,  and  "Baptizing  them  in  the  Name  of  the  Father, 
and  of  tho  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost ;"  and,  secondly,  His 
two-fold  promise.  He  vvho  had  said  to  tliom,  "  All  power 
is  given  unto  jMein  Heaven  and  in  Earth,"  had  promised 
them  two  transcendent  gifts, — power  fiom  on  high,  and  His 
own  abiding  i)rosonce — tho  presence  of  tiio  Almighty, 
and  tho  i»ower  of  His  Holy  Sjjirit.  These,  then,  are  the 
cause  of  their  groat  joy, — their  Ijord's  Commission,  His 
two-fold  promise,  and  the  assurance  of  His  i-oturn.  In 
this  great  joy, /Af'// ''•((//' at  Jerusalem.  For  what?  Not 
for  tho  (.Commission,  because  tliey  liave  it :  but  for  the 
fuliilmont  of  at  least  a  portion  of  the  ])rouiise.  Thoy  wait 
for  the  descent  upon  them  of  power  from  on  High — for  the 
Gift  of  Cod,  tho  Holy  (diost.  They  liavo  a  Bajjtism  to  be 
baptized  with  :  "  Vo  shall  l)o  bapti/od  with  tho  Holy  Cho.st, 
not  many  days  hence."  "  Vo  shall  receive  power,  after  that 
the  Holy  Ghost  is  come  upon  you  :  and  yo  shall  bo  witnesses 
unto  Mo  both  in  Jerusalem,  and  in  all  Judoa,  and  in  Sama- 
ria, and  unto  tho  uttermost  jjart  of  tho  earth."  Of  tlioir 
sacred  Commission,  that  Baptism  would  ba  the  ^,eal  and  tho 
force  ;  and  they  were  lilled  with  <ji'cat  Jo/j  at  the  certainty 
of  its  completion. 

And  here  let  us  meditate  a  little.  There  were  many  His- 
ci[)les  in  tho  Infant-Clmrch  at  this  time,  good  Christians  and 
true,  whoso  liio  was  not  dear  unto  tlien^,  so  that  they  might 
cling  to  Christ  and  His  Cross  :  but  if  their  number  had  been 
increased  a  thousand-fold,  and  thov  had  all  bec2i  commis- 
sioned,  and  sent  forth  among  tho  nations  of  the  world,  it 
might  still  havo  been  asked,  "What  are  they  among  so 
many  ?"  And  yet,  amazing  truth  I  Jesus  connnissions  only 
His  eleven  Apostles  !  All  the  rest  could,  and  would  indeed, 
work  for  Him,  in  their  own  Order,  in  His  wide  Vineyard  : 
but  the  Eleven  alone  received  His  Conuni.ssion,  as  His  au- 
thorized   Ambassadois  to  tho  nations  of  tlic  Earth.     The 


nucleus  of  His  penuauciit  Miui.-jliy,  uthur.s  would  be  added 
by  the  layiugoiiof  tlicir  bauds,  aud  ul'  the  hands  ol'  their 
successors,  until  the  kingdoms  of  this  world  should  become 
the  kingdoms  of  our  Lord  and  of  His  Christ.  And  one,  the 
Ijord  would  Himself  add  by  a  call  from  Heaven.  .Vud  is  it 
too  much  to  aver,  that  He  Himself,  notwithstanding  the 
i'm])loyment  of  human  agency,  would  regulate  all  accessions  (* 

This  emphasis  on  the  fact  of  the  Commission  having  been 
originally  given  only  to  the  Eleven,  out  of  all  the  Christians 
then  existing,  aud  of  its  having  beeu  thus  delivered  and 
sealed  by  Christ  Himself,  is  not  vain.  Weighty  truths  de- 
pend upon  it.  Jt,  for  example,  Avitiiout  the  aid  of  other  ar- 
guments, settles  the  question  as  to  whether  women  may 
preach  in  })laces  of  worshi[),  as  some  presume  to  do :  and 
whether  any  member,  or  combination  of  members,  of  Christ's 
Church,  may,  either  after  some  fashion  of  their  own,  cr  by 
copying  the  mode  of  the  Ajjostles,  make  ministers  from 
among  and  for  themselves,  to  the  creating  of  schism  in  the 
Body,  aud  to  the  erecting  of  various  and  coullicting  stand- 
ards of  polity  aud  doctrine.  The  exclusivcncss  of  the  Com- 
mission insists  on  its  exercise  and  extension  by  the  sole 
agency  of  those  to  whom  it  was  given  in  perpetuity ;  and 
the  more  especially,  as  the  promise  is  to  llwni,  even  unto 
the  end  of  the  world.  Jwidently,  only  those  whom  the 
Commission  and  promise  cover,  can  lawfully  ordain ;  and 
they  clearly  do  not  relate  to  any  one  v/hose  connection  with 
the  Ajiostles  cannot  be  traced  up.  If  it  were  argued,  that 
the  Conmiission  did  not  extend  beyond  the  Apostles,  of  what 
value,  in  that  case,  would  be  the  promise  to  llicni,  as  con- 
tinidng  to  tlic  end  of  the  world  ;'  Inseparably  yoked  toge- 
ther, Commission  and  promise  must  expire  together ;  and 
this,  at  the  end  of  the  world.  The  world  has  outlived  the 
Apostles.  They  arc  all  dead.  And  3'et  the  promise  of  Jesus 
when  He  commissioned  them  was,  "And,  lo,  I  am  with  ijou 
alway,  even  unto  the  rnd  of  the  world."  He  knew  these 
men  would  die  before  the  end  of  the  world,  even  before  it 
was  much  older ;  and  yet  He  said  to  them,  "  I  am  with  you 
alway,  even  unto  the  end  of  the  w^orld  1"   - 

Is  it  not  therefore  self-evident,  that  there  was  in  the  infi- 
nite mind  of  the  all-wise  Head  of  the  Church,  a  line  con- 
necting thcni,  His  Ajjostles,  without  break  or  foreign  accre- 
tion, with  the  end  of  the  world, — a  line  of  men  having  the 
same  relationshi[)  to  Him  and  to  each  other,  holding  the 
same  Commission,  and  oxoi'cising  it  in  the  same  way,  and 
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\>>i  tlic  ^auif  [iui'[Mj,se,  witli  IIkasu  to  wliuiii  lie  suid,  "(lo  yc 
into  all  the  world,  and  |)ieach  tlio  (J()s])C'l  to  every  creature  ; 
l:>a]>ti/Jii,Lj  them  in  the  Ts'aine  of  the  Fatlier,  and  ol' tlie  Son, 
and  ol"  the  Holy  Clhost:  and,  l;),  f  am  with  '/on.  alway,  even 
unto  the  end  ui'  the  world  '." 

'I'lie  whole  Church  ol'  Kn;4land  in  Newruundlan  I  lias  re- 
cently twice  declared  her  adherence  to  this  ancient  doctrine, 
in  open  Synod  ol"  her  Clergy  and  Lay  llei»re;sentative.s,  when 
she,  on  each  occasion,  virtually  exercised  tlie  power  to  elect 
a  (.'lucl'  Pastor,  as  a  ]»art  of  tliat  line,  l)ut  yet  referred  tlie 
making'  him  of  it,  to  the  successors  of  the  AjJOstleH.  Not  a 
single  voice  said,  not  a  .single  ndnd  even  thought,  that  we 
could  ourselves  consecrate  liim  to  his  hiiih  OHice,  or  liivo 
him  his  sacred  commission.  And  the  Avliole  Catholic  Church 
is,  and  has  ever  bt'Cii,  of  iiei-  mind,  in  this  matter,  teaching 
that  no  mau  who  is  not  of  the  Apostolic  line,  can  ordain 
men  to  any  Ollice  in  the  Ministry  of  Christ's  Church;  that 
only  her  iJishojis,  assisted  in  the  case  of  Triests  by  the  Pres- 
bytery, can  ])erl'orm  the  laying  on  of  hands.  This  part  of 
tliO  I'olity  of  tlie  Church  has  descended  to  us  from  the 
Apostles,  and  will  go  on  descending  even  unto  the  end  of 
the  world. 

Wliilst  the  Apostles  were  waiting  i^>v  tin,'  promise  of  the 
Father,  they  spoke  of  one  who  "  was  numbered  with  them, 
and  had  obtained  part  ol"  this  Ministry;"  and,  of  the  Disci- 
])les  present  who  had  been  with  them  from  the  preaching  of 
John  to  the  resurrection  of  Christ,  they  chose  two,  solemnly 
beseeching  Clod  "  to  show  whether  of  the  two  lie  had 
chosen,  that  he  might  take  j)art  of  this  iMinistry  and  Apos- 
tlesliip,  from  Avhich  ffudas  by  transgression  fell. '  "And  they 
gave  forth  their  lots ;  and  the  lot  Tell  upon  j\latthias  ;  and  he 
was  numbered  with  the  eleven  Apostles."'  And  now  J\[at- 
thias  is  an  Apostle:  not  merely  a  l*resbytcr,  butan  Ajiostle. 
He  is  in  the  room  (;f -ludas,  who  was  one  of  the  Twelve,  and 
consequently  there  are  now  twelve  Apostles  again,  and  they 
all  wait  for  the  promise  of  the  Father.  And  since  S.  I'cter 
then  spoke  so  positively,  '' O no  yiuST  be,  onlalncd  to  be  a 
witness  with  us  of  Mis  resurrection;"  is  it  wholly  beyond 
the  region  of  probability  that,  during  those  forty  days,  the 
liord  had  directed  the  place  of  Judas  to  be  tilled  up  in  this 
manner,  time,  and  place  :" 

At  Pentecost,  the  Twelve  received  the  promise  of  the  Fa- 
ther, being  baptized  with  the  Holy  Ghost.  "  There  api)oar- 
ed  unto  them  cloven  tongues,  like  as  of  lire,  and  it  sat  upon 
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each  of  them:  and  they  were  all  iilled  with  the  lluly  (Ihust, 
and  began  to  ■s])eak  with  other  tongues,  as  tlie  Sjjirit  gave 
them  utterance."  Once  for  all,  the  Gift  of  (}odN((/  risihli/ 
upon  them,  fon^shadowiug  the  laying  on  of  hands  :  thence- 
forth it  would  be  seen  no  more,  though  It  would  be  equally 
present.  Silently,  and  unseen,  perhaps  even  untelt  at  the 
moment.  It  would  go  at  once  into  the  soul,  on  the  laying  on 
of  the  Apostles'  hands,  Thitlier  It  went  at  Pentecost,  for 
"They  were  ullfiVcil  witli  the  Holy  Uhost."  And  as  sure- 
ly as  the  A])0stles  thus  received  visibly  the  power  from  on 
high  for  \^•hich  they  had  been  waiting  :  so  surely  will  every 
one,  u]ion  whose  head  the  lawful  hands  are  laid  with  pray- 
er, and  wlio  is  himself  waiting  prayerfully,  and  in  faith,  for 
the  (liftof  (lod.  receive  power  from  on  high,  though  it  come 
invisibly,  silently. 

And  now  the  Twelve  aro  at  work,  I'uliilling  their  Oonunis- 
sion.  And  since  they  a'j  jUlol  witli  the  Holy  Ghost,  and 
fully  instructed  in  all  things  relating  to  ('h)-ist's  Church,  it 
is  manifest  that  their  acts  are  right,  and  should  therefore  be 
Ibllowed  in  all  ])0ssible  particulars,  and  in  all  ages,  to  the  end 
of  the  world.  But  what  a  sidit .'  Twelve  men  in  thio  wide, 
wicked  world,  with  a  connnission  to  win  it  over  to  Christ 
and  Righteousness !  Mow  small  the  means,  to  so  vast  an 
end  !  IJut  their  sullieiency  is  of  Him  who  twice  fed  thous- 
ands in  the  wilderness,  Avith  only  a  lew  loaves  and  a  few 
small  lishes,  and  had,  on  each  occasion,  many  baskets  of 
fragments  leit.      It  lies  in  the  Gift  of  God  within  them. 

Having  now  arrived  at  that  point  in  the  Church's  histor}', 
in  which  the  necessity  of  additional  Ministers  appears,  let 
us  ask,  In  Avliom  lies  the  power  to  enlarge  the  Ministerial 
Forces  :'  Is  it  iu  every  member  of  the  Church  i  Or  is  it 
only  in  every  pious,  faithful  servant  of  Christ,  or  in  some 
combination  of  them  '.  Or  is  it  in  those  onl}^  who  have 
l)een  believers  ever  since  the  days  of  the  Baptist  '.  h  U  nul 
sitUiif  ill  l/ir  ^{piit^Uc^^ '.  So  exclusively  is  it  in  them,  that 
no  one  else  presumes  to  exercise  it,  claims  to  have  it,  or  even 
thinks  he  has  it.  The  whole  Chuich  knows  that  only  the 
Twelve  hold  the  Conmdssion  to  ordain,  and  that  the  i)ronusc 
of  Christ's  i)erpctual  presence  in  this  matter  is  to  them  and 
their  successors  alone.  We,  howcvei',  have  now  the  happi- 
ness of  adding  to  the  twelve  Apostles  the  honoured  name 
of  S.  Paul. 

And  their  manner  of  increasing  the  Ministry  is  plain  and 
simple.     They  ordain.     And  what  they  do,  is.  we  say,  abso- 
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lutely  right;  and  .should,  wo.  again  aftirni,  be  followed  even 
unto  tlie  end  of  the  world.  Taught  l»y  the  Lord  Himself,  and 
filled  with  His  Spirit,  thuy  know  precisely  what  to  do,  and 
how,  and  when,  and  where,  to  do  it.  All  their  ofllcial  acts  are 
in  strict  harmony  with  their  Master's  gracious  teaching,  and 
with  the  motions  of  His  Holy  Spirit.  In  following  them, 
we  do  well.  An<l  they  not  only  hold  "  the  doctrine  of  lay- 
ing on  of  hands,'"  but  they  preach  it,  practise  it.  I'sod  un- 
der the  Old  Dispensation,'  at  the  Ordination  of  Ijoth  Pi'iest 
and  Levito,  and  also  in  cases  ot  promotion  to  a  high  dignity, 
the  Apostles,  under  the  New  Dispensation,-!-  do  the  same 
act,  both  in  Confirmation  and  in  Ordination,  as  a  symbol  ol" 
the  communication  of  the  Spirit. 

As  early  as  tho  year  of  otn-  Lord,  .*).'>,  the  TwcKe,  uoio 
this,  flic  Tii'clrc  call  the  multitude  of  the  Disciples  together, 
and  charge  them  with  Ihc  lonl'inij  oiit,  not  with  the  ordina- 
tion, of  seven  men  of  their  number,  to  serve  as  Deacons. 
This  done,  what  follows  ?  The  cho.sen  men  must  be  ordained  1 
But  by  whom  '.  By  the  Disciples  who  chose  them  '  Not  s(/, 
but  by  those  who  hold  the  Commission  to  ordain.  All  that 
the  Disciples  have  now  to  do,  is,  to  set  the  Candidates  lie- 
foro  the  Apostles,  and  to  join  in  the  junyers.  So  we  r(\ad, 
''Whom  they  S(;t  before  the  Apostles,  nnil  when  /Ar-/  Imd 
pr.-iyed,  ///C//  lnUl  Ihnr  Im luh  on  ihcmy 

A[orcover,  we  know  that  I'aul  and  DarnaWas  in'ilai nril 
/'Jliht-s,  i.e.,  Presbyters  or  Priests,  in  every  Church,  with  jM'ay- 
cr  and  fasting.  It  was  to  the  Klders  of  the  Church  at  Mj^h 
esus,  for  whom  he  had  sent  to  Afiletus,  that  S.  i'iiul  gave 
that  alfecting  <'/iarr/i',  in  which  he  spoke  of  bonds  and  alHic- 
tions  abiding  him.  and  said,  ''  Take  heed  thi'rel'ore  unto 
yourselves,  and  to  all  tiie  Hock,  over  the  which  Ihr  Jlol//  (ilmsl 
hath  made  you  Overseers,  to  feed  the  Church  of  Cod,  which 
He  Iiath  purchased  with  His  own  blood." 

The  effect  ot  this  laying  on  of  hands  is  .seen  also  in  the 
case  of  Timothy,  the  first  Bishop  of  the  <  ^hurch  at  h]phe.stis. 
The  Gift  of  (iod  came  through  the  laying  on  of  hantls.  "  I 
put  thee  in  remembrance  that  thou  stir  np  Ihc  (I'lfl  of  (rod, 
U'h'iclh  'i)^  li)  (hoc  h)/  Iho  pjilfrof/  on  of  rn//  haihh."  In  this 
in.'stance,  there  was  no  sound  from  Heaven,  as  of  a  rushing, 
mighty  wind  ;  there  were  no  cloven  tongues,  like  as  of  fire, 
visible  on  Timothy's  head,  to  indicate  the  presence  of  the 
Holy  rihost ;  liut  He,  that  Divine  Person,  was  nevertheless 

*  Ex.  WIN.  10,    Nmu.  vnr.  10;  xxvtt.  IS.    D.-ut.  xwiv.  I). 
I  Acts  vni,  17  :  xix.  <».     He)),  vi.  2. 
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as  really  and  truly,  though  invisibly,  presout,  and  in  tho 
soul  of  Timothy,  as  He  had  bcoii  visibly  ])r(isoiit,  and  in  the 
souls  of  the  Twelve,  at  Pentecost.  For  this,  the  ApostUi 
avouches.  He  indeed  saw  not  the  (lift,  but  yet  he  Icncw  It 
was  there.  He  knew  that  the  laying  on  of  his  hands  would 
bo  followed  bj"  the  descent  of  the  Hoiy  (Ihost.  He  know, 
too,  that  lie  was  in  Timothy,  by  the  signs  given,  and  also 
l)y  the  teaching  of  the  same  Spiiit  within  himself.  And 
therefore  he  could  boldly  say,  " 'i'ho  (iil'tof  (Jod  which  1-^  in 
thee,  Ity  the  jjuttiug  on  of  my  hands.' 

And  thus  our  text  condemns  the  opinion  of  some  ill- 
Iidbrmed  ml'ids,  that  Ordination  is  nothing,  or,  at  l»est,  but 
an  empty  form  ;  and  that  (in  iijvaril  cuV  from  (loil  U  cvc.i'i/- 
Ihiiiff.  Such  a  call  is  indeed  essential,  so  essential  that  the 
Church  closely  questions  Candidates  about  it,  before  the  im- 
position of  hands:  IniJ  U  /.s  'iiol  a'cri/lliin;/.  ffad  not  Tim- 
othy received  such  a  call '{  And  yet,  he  was  solemnly 
ordained,  with  prayer  and  fasting!  The  (Jift  @f  Cod  was 
in  him,  not  heai.usc.  He  laid  hvcn  culled ;  hid  hrcdnsr  l/u- 
(i.vtlioi'hcd  hdads  luid  been  'jnd  upon  him.  So  says  the 
Apostle,  who  was  himself  filled  with  the  Spirit,  and  spoke  1.»y 
His  inspiration.  Nm'  Mvrs'  lie  In  T'lmoLh.;),  heciiiise  He  vxif^ 
in  Paid.;  1)1(1  hccdiise  Paid,  an  Apostle,  IkuI  ordained  Jrini. 

Behold,  then,  my  brethren  of  the  Laity,  the  essential  im- 
})ortance  to  you,  as  a  Church,  of  the  Ordination  oi'  your 
Clergy;  and  the  expediency  of  having  it  performed  by 
lawful  hands  I 

Behold  its  vast  im})ortanco  to  yoii  also,  my  brethren  wiio 
are  now  ready  for  the  laying  on  of  hands;  and  the  ]uara- 
mount  necessity  of  your  having  the  jtroper  hands  ])\\i  upon 
your  heads  !  When  th.ey  are  laid  upon  you,  ex[)Oct  in  your 
waiting,  prayerful  souls,  '•  the  Ciffc  of  Cod."  The  text  gives 
you  this  assurance.  J>ut  with  it,  you  have  also  an  exhor- 
tation to  stir  up  "the  Cift  of  Cod."  The  extraordinary 
influence  of  the  S))irit,  manifesting  itself  in  tongues  and 
miracles,  may  not  be  you.rs  :  but  a  deep  and  per.sonal  olfect 
will  certainl}'  take  place.  The  Gift  of  God  v/ill  make  an 
impression.  And  in  order  to  keep  It  alive,  you  must  con- 
stantly renew  Its  remembrance,  and  not  allow  the  gifts  en- 
trusted to  you  to  slumber.  Give  yourselv^es  to  your  holy 
Calling,  heart  and  head,  soul  and  l)ody,  living  wholly  in  it, 
and  for  it;  and  watching  over  yourselves,  as  well  as  over 
your  flocks.  See  how,  in  the  text,  the  Apostle  compares  the 
Gift  of  God  to  a  fire,  capable  both  of  increase  and  decrease  ' 
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He  (loeK  this,  too,  olsewlu'i'O,  wlicii  lie  sa3^s,  "  (Juencii  nut  tin* 
Spirit." 

We  may  not  fit  all  iMCei' I'rom  tho  text,  that  'I'imothy  was 
not  fcrrr 111  in  Spirit.  The  Holy  Fire  was  most  certainly 
in  him,  and  burninj^-  brightly;  hut  it  should  ever  blaze 
forth,  in  a  yet  lu'ighter  tlamo,  ne\'er  satisfying^  himseil. 
The  iigurc  implies  a  continual  growth  in  Grace,  and  the 
)ieed  of  his  own  watchful,  prayerful  diligence  to  that  end. 
ITo  was  lo  h'(.'j)  Oil  stirring  up  tho  Holy  Fii-e.  In  the  main, 
the  exhortation  is  this,  '•  Study  to  show  thyself  approved 
unto  rjod,  a  workman  that  needeth  not  to  be  ashamed, 
I'ightly  dividing  the  Word  of  Trutb.' 

ft  says  to  every  Minister,  Increase  the  h'ire,  whatever  its 
intensity.  The  Church's  necessities,  and  thine  own,  require 
that  thou  stir  it  up.  And  the  experience  oi'  all  Clergymen  ; 
the  vastness  of  the  field,  and  the  dilficulty  of  working  it 
thoroughly;  the  hardships  and  wants  to  Ije  endured;  the 
persistency  with  which  the  enemy  sows  his  tares  in  ever}' 
part;  and  the  value  of  every  soul; — all  .say,  "Stir  up  the 
(lift  of  God  which  is  in  Ihct.''  In  it,  is  thy  suihcieacy, 
which  is  pro|)ortionate  to  thy  attention  to  it.  Wherefore 
stir  it  up  as  dihgently,  as  if  thy  .success  depended  wholly 
on  thy  doing  it;  and  yet,  trust  in  the  Gift  of  God,  as  en- 
tirely as  if  He  Himself  did  all.  In  (»ther  words,  '•  Work  out 
your  own  salvation  with  fear  and  trembling,  for  it  is  (Jod 
that  worketh  in  you  hoth  ia  will,  and  to  do,  ol  Ifis  good 
]">leasure." 

Tho  Aijencu's  lo  !»■  nnploijcd;  will  suggest  themselves  ; 
and  it  Is  apparent  enough,  that  the  exhortation  lmy>lies  theii- 
certain  success,  God  ne\  er  setting  us  upon  an  im])Ossible 
task. 

Among  Ihc  I luluco/iue aU  lo  on r  il'd'ine'niv'  herein,  we  may 
iiistauce,  Ux'  iiivmrd,  pjrjuUih'  >^<dUfoet'i0v  of  industrious 
workmen,  as  opposed  to  the  insatiate  longings  of  idlers:  iJic 
contrnual  'jirfii^rncc  ond  o mjilr  firnrc  of  our  Divine  Master, 
who  ever  loves  and  blesses  those  who  are  "  diligent  in  busi- 
ness, fervent  in  spirit,  serving  the  Lord," — of  Him  who, 
hating  both  the  placing  of  His  talent  in  a  na])kin,  and  also 
every  inadequate  use  of  it,  requires  His  own  with  usury  ; 
thu  certmnfy,  loo,  of  the  .^tucccss  of  fa/dhftd  eljod,  it  being  so, 
that  God's  Word  cannot  return  to  Him  void,  but  nuist  ac- 
complish that  whereunto  He  sent  it ;  and,  lastly,  o.  sure  rf- 
vard:  "  Be  thou  faithful  unto  death,  and  i  will  give  thee  a 
crown  of  life."      "  His  f^rri'cnits  sludl  serve  Ilhn  :  and  they 
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nhall  ftcr  Ifisf'ioe ;  and  His  Name  shall  he  in  their  fovaheaihy 
On  a  tomb-stoiie  :m  our  Cemetery  at  St.  John's,  are,  as 
you  know,  tlicf.e  latter  words,  referring  to  a  most  exemplary 
Clergyman,  whose  holy  zeal  and  ardent  love  carried  him, 
delicate  as  his  frame  was,  through  twelve  years  of  labours 
and  hardships,  and  of  amazing  self-denial,  in  Labrador  ;  and 
this,  not  only  without  a  murmur,  but  also  in  gladness  of  heart. 
A  man,  he,  who^e  mantle  I  should  esteem  a  great  blessing ; 
a  man,  whose  every  act  of  every  hour  was  the  stirring  up 
of  the  Gift  of  God  which  was  in  him  by  the  laying  on  of 
hands.  As  yours  might  prove  to  be,  his  reward  was  small 
in  one  sense  ;  but  who  shall  estimate  it  now  in  na^i  sense  .'' 
Whoever  shuts  up  against  himself  all  the  avenues  to  wealth, 
can  expect  but  little  here  below  ;  but,  if  he  do  it  ior  (Jhrist 
and  His  Church's  sake, he  may  lest  assured  of  a  rich  leward. 
Both  here,  and  in  Heaven,  he  will  be  enriched  with  his 
Lord's  unsearchable  riches.  Like  him,  v/hom  our  dear, 
departed  Bishoj)*  called  "  (lood  Mr.  Ilutchi nsouj'  vud.  like 
multitudes  of  other  faithful  labourers,  you  might  ofcen  be 
found  toiling  in  rowing,  the  wind  contrary,  and  the  ^ca 
rough  ;  I  mean,  your  OfHce  might  often  be  found  trying  you 
hard :  but  if,  like  him,  and  like  that  saintly  l)isho}),  who 
are  now  both  together  in  the  (_*hurch  triumphant,  you  stir 
up  the  Gift  of  God,  His  grace  will  ever  be  so  sufficient  for 
you,  that  you  shall  be  able  to  say,  "  I  can  do  all  things 
through  Christ  which  strengtheneth  me."  Believe  it,  my 
brethren,  that  the  greater  your  trials,  the  greater  will  be 
your  need  diligently  to  stir  up  the  Gift  of  God.  The  ser- 
vant can  have  x\o  trials  like  his  Master's ;  nor  any  that  His 
loving-sympathy  and  grace,  which  manifest  themselves  as 
we  stir  up  the  Gift  of  God,  cannot  alleviate  and  bless  to 
him.  Believe  it,  that  to  all  those  who  stir  up  the  Gift  ol" 
God,  there  is  a  sure  connection  between  the  Cross  and  tlie 
Crown  ;  and  that  every  faithful  follower  of  his  Lord  may 
say  in  every  condition  of  life,  in  every  time  and  place, 
"  1  reckon  that  the  sufferings  of  this  present  time  are  not- 
worthy  to  be  compared  with  the  glory  which  shall  be 
revealed  in  us." 

To  the  Laity,  S.  Paul  says,  "  Brethren,  pray  for  us.''  This 
do,  my  brethren,  both  for  those  whom  you  will  see  ordained 
to-day,  and  also  for  all  Christ's  Ministers  everywhere. 
They  need  your  irrivale  prayers,  as  well  as  those  which  the 

*  Bishop  Feild. 
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Church  ))uts  iuto  yuur  mouth  cvoi'ytiinc  you  meet  together 
for  i)ublic  Worship,  Nor  forget,  I  pray  you,  your  high 
prlv'dcfjG  and  did)/  tocai'^l^  (hem,  m  the  luutter  of  main- 
hnancr.  "Do  ye  uot  kuow,  that  they  who  minister  about 
holy  things,  live  of  the  sacrifice  ;  and  they  who  wait  at  the 
Altar  are  partakers  with  the  Altar  i  /'Jvcii  so  hath  the  Loud 
(dso  oiiDAiNEi),  that  they  who  preach  the  (jospel  .^hoidd  live 
of  the  GospQl."  He  that  soweth  little,  shall  reap  little  ;  and 
lie  that  soweth  plenteously,  shall  reap  plentcously.  Let 
cveiy  man  do  according  as  ho  is  disposed  in  liis  heart,  not 
L^rudgingly,  or  of  necessity,  for  God  lovcth  c  ehcofvl  fjirer" 
And  may  ( !od  give  you  grace  to  yield  yourselves  to  that 
soul-stirrino-  entreaty  of  the  Apostle,  "  We  beseech  you, 
brethren,  to  know  them  which  labour  among  you,  and  are 
over  you  in  the  l^ord,  and  admonish  you  ;  and  to  esteem 
Ihe.ia  eer//  htijhlfj  ill  love  for  Ihclr  "'orl/s  sake.     AM)  BE  AT 

PEACE  A.MO>(.;    YUUKSJIEVES." 
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